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1 Time and venue

The course takes place on:

Tuesday, 18.30 (sharp) - 21.00 hrs.

Venue:

Oudemanhuisp o ort, ro om D.118D.

The course starts on 05/02 and ends on 06/05. There will b e no mee ting on
25/03.

2 Contents

The central topic of the course is the ontological and epis temological status of
ethical values and religious b eliefs in Wittgenstein’s later work.

This has a double meaning. First of all, there is the ques tion of the contents of
these values and b eliefs. In his early work ( Tractatus ,Notebooks ) Wittgenstein
prop osed a concise, but relatively accessible picture of what ethical values are.
In the main works of the later p erio d, the Philosophical Investigations, On
Certainty , the topic of ethic al values and religious b eliefs do es not o ccur, at
least not explicitly. There are, however, a numb er of minor texts which do treat
of these sub jects, and they allow us to investigate to what extent Wittgenstein
changed his views on the contents of ethics and religion over the years.

Secondly, there is the question of the place o ccupied by religious b eliefs and
ethical convictions in Wittgenstein’s later philosophy. Again, in the Tractatus
p erio d Wittgenstein gave a cle ar picture of how ordinary b eliefs ab out the
world relate to religious b eliefs. As Wittgenstein’s views on epis temology and
ontology and on the role of logic and philosophical analysis changed over the
years, the question is w he the r and if so how this als o a�ects the place attributed
to religious b eliefs and ethical convic tions.
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3 Approach

Since Wittge ns tein’s thought of the Tractatus p erio d in m any ways serves as as
a reference p oint for understanding his later views (cf., his own statement in the
preface of the Philosophical Investigations that the ideas expressed there `could
b e seen in the right light only by contrast with and against the background of
my old way of thinking’), we will start with an ove rview of Wittgenstein’s early
views on ethics, drawing on the Tractatus , various passages in the Notebooks
and the `Lecture on Ethics’.

After that we turn to Wittgenstein’s last work, On Certainty , in which he
discusses extensively various epistemological issues, concerning knowledge and
b elief, doubt and scepticism, pro of and certainty, form of life and `Weltanschau-
ung’, and their relation with action, our biological nature and the external
world. From this work, together with various passages from the Philosophical
Investigations , we will derive, pace Wittgenstein’s own reluctance to formulate
or defend systematic p ositions, something which we will call the `three tiers hy-
p othesis’, which will provide us with a framework in which we can then p osition
Wittgenstein’s views on religious b eliefs and ethical values.

The contents of Wittgenstein’s views on religious b eliefs and ethical values form
the central topic of the third part of the course. Here we will study in detail the
`Lectures on Religious Belief’ (reconstructed from notes taken by his students),
the `Remarks on Frazer’s Golden Bough ’, and the notes c olle cted in Culture and
Value . We will also lo ok at Wittgenstein’s views on the work of Freud, which
are highly relevant for the present topic, since ac cording to Wittgenstein the
freudian approach to the human ps yche is much more akin to ethics and religion
than it is to s cience. In keeping with the adage that `Ethics and aesthetics are
one and the same’ ( Tractatus 6.421 ) we will study the L̀ecture s on Aesthetics’
as well.

In the last part of the course we will taken on the complex problematic of the
relation b etwe en biography and philosophy, i.e., ’life and work’. Can biograph-
ical data have any relevance for our understanding of a philosophical work?
And in wich cases and to w hat extent do es a philosop ers’s way of writing and
thinking (the `style’ of the author) have any signi�cance for understanding the
work?

4 Requirements

Requirements for credits (10 ECTS) are:

� p osition statements on topics to b e announced during the cours e; active
participation in discussions in class and on Blackb oard
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