
Language, evolution & the theory 
of games.
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Linguistics contra evolution?
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Is human language unique?
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Is a scientific study of language 
evolution possible?

“Finally, I must say that the best lesson our readers can learn 
is to give up the childish notion that everything that is 
interesting about nature can be understood. History, and 
evolution is a form of history, simply does not leave sufficient 
traces, especially when it is the forces that are at issue. Form 
and even behavior may leave fossil remains, but forces like 
natural selection do not. It might be interesting to know how 
cognition (whatever that is) arose and spread and changed, 
but we cannot know. Tough luck.”   (Lewontin'98:130)
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